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SECURTS CRMATTON

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

16 Aprdl 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR/INTELLIGENCE
FROM: Apslgtant Director for Nationsl Eastimaten
SUBJECT: %26: '

| 1., The attached memorendum gives the Board view on recent
Sovist views, centering the discussion upon the most important
Soviet action, that with regard to German unity.

2. In the Board's view, recaent Soviet moves are designed
to weaken the unity of the Wesl and retard Western rearmement,
Nothlng has been said or done by the Kremlin thms far vhich indi-
catee a willingnese to make real concession in order to lessen
international tension,

3. The Boerd beliewves, therefore, that the conclusion of
NIE-53 remaine valld, and that no further estimate 1s needed at
this time, W1l you be good emough to inform the Board whether
you conour in this bellef? |

SHERMAN KENT

Attachmant , /
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SECURTTY mmmxon

CENTRAL INTELLIGENGCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

16 April 1952

SUBJECT: SE-26: THE SOVIET NOTES ON GERMAN UNITY AS A POSSIBIE
' INDICATION OF A MORE "CONCILIATCRY" SOVIET
POLIG¥ (Draft for Consideration by the
Board

1. Recent Soviet moves are open to the Interpretation that
the Kremlin ia seelking a general relazation of internmatiomal
tension, vhether marely to lessen Western will to rearm, or genu-
Inely to produce s eslmer international atmosphere,

2. The recont Soviet notes on German unity are the most
striling indication of such a possible skift in Soviet policy.
In the first of these notes, the Kremlin called for a peace treaty
with a vnited, neutralised, and rearmed Germany, In the second
note, the Kremlin asked for immediste four-pover discussion of
the terms upon which fres all-Cerman elections should take place,
If‘ the Eremlin is actually prepared to permlt free slections in
East and West Germany, and to permit German unifiestion and re-
armament, these comcessions would represent a real amd gignif-
fcant shift in Soviet policy toward Germany, and mght indicate
a shift in the world policy of the Kremlin,
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6. W ‘
" e believe, therefore, that the estirate in NIE.53
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